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Non-interruptive Military Service Credit
What is non-interruptive military service credit? 
Non-interruptive military service credit is service credit available to those who served in the U.S. military prior to 
becoming Public Employees’ Retirement System Plan 1 (PERS) members. If you qualify to receive non-interrup-
tive military service credit, you may apply for it at any time prior to retirement. No payments are required.

Am I eligible to receive  
non-interruptive military service credit?  
To receive credit for military service performed prior 
to becoming a PERS 1 member, you must: 

•	 Have at least 25 years of PERS 1 service,
•	 Be a veteran (see definition on page 3), or have 

been a participating PERS member between 
February 25, 1972 and April 24, 1973, and

•	 Have received an honorable discharge.

If you do not meet all of the above requirements, you 
do not qualify for non-interruptive military service 
credit. 

You may combine interruptive and non-interruptive 
service to receive up to five years of military service 
credit, but regardless of the total of the two types of 
credit you may not receive more than five years credit. 
The only exception to this rule applies to reservists 
who were called to active duty. They may earn up to 
twelve weeks of service credit beyond the five-year 
maximum. 

What PERS 1 service is creditable  
toward the required 25 years? 
Service that can be counted towards the 25 years of 
PERS 1 service that you must have in order to receive 
non-interruptive military service includes: 

•	 Any PERS service earned while working for a 
PERS employer; and

•	 Any properly creditable interruptive military 
service time.

It does not include:
•	 Service credit earned in a retirement system 

other than PERS; and
•	 Withdrawn service credit that has not been 

restored.

Do I meet the definition of “veteran?”
You are a veteran for purposes of receiving PERS 1 
military service credit if:

•	 You were involved in active federal military 
service between World War I and World War II 
or during any period of war such as the Korean 
conflict (June 27, 1950  - January 31, 1955) or 
Vietnam era (Aug. 4, 1964 - May 7, 1975) note: 
The period of Feb. 28, 1961 to Aug. 4, 1964 can 
be credited if you served in Vietnam during that 
time, OR

•	 You received the Armed Forces expeditionary 
medal or Marine Corp and Navy expeditionary 
medal for opposed action on foreign soil, while 
serving in any branch of the Armed Forces or 
the Women’s Air Forces Service Pilots.

Note: Not all of your active federal military service 
needs to be during a period of war. As long as part of 
the your active federal military service was rendered 
during a period of war, you are entitled to up to five 
years of PERS 1 credit for 
any active federal military 
service regardless of when it 
was rendered.
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What qualifies as active military  
service?
The following types of military service qualify:

•	 Service in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps or the Women’s Air Forces Service 
Pilots, or federally activated service in their 
reserve units (including two-week annual 
training for reservists);

•	 Full-time service in the United States Coast 
Guard;

•	 Service in the Army or Air National Guard; or
•	 Service between December 7, 1941 and 

December 31, 1946, as: 
•	 A US documented Merchant Mariner 

serving aboard an oceangoing vessel operated 
by the War Shipping Administration, or the 
Office of Defense Transportation, or their 
agents; or

»» A civil service crew member with service 
aboard a US Army transport service or 
US Naval transportation service vessel in 
oceangoing service.

»» Two categories of active federal military 
service in and of themselves entitle a 
PERS I member to non-interruptive 
military service credit.

•	 If you served as a Merchant Marine or a Civil 
Service crew member, by definition, your 
service was rendered between December 7, 
1941 and December 31, 1946. Accordingly, 
you are entitled to up to five years of non-
interruptive military service credit.

Similarly, if you qualify as a veteran because you 
received an expeditionary medal, you are entitled 
to up to five years non-interruptive military service 
credit for all periods of active federal military 
service. This is true regardless of whether the service 
covered by the expeditionary medal occurred during 
a defined period of war.

What qualifies as a period of war?
See definition of a veteran.

How do I contact DRS?
To find out if you are eligible to receive non-
interruptive service credit, send your request for a 
determination along with documentation of your 
military service, such as a DD214 form, to your 
retirement system for review.

If you have questions, contact DRS.
You must present proof of your military service 
and make the required payments before June 30th 
of the fifth year after you return to PERS-covered 
employment.  

Those who fail to establish military service credit 
within the five year limit have the option of 
purchasing service credit by paying the actuarial 
value of the resulting increase in their benefit.  

Note: Effective July 24, 2005, a member who 
becomes totally incapacitated for continued 
employment as a result of service in the uniformed 
services of the United States, or the surviving 
spouse* or eligible children of a member who dies 
while serving in the uniformed services of the 
United States may apply for interruptive military 
service credit. The member or eligible spouse or 
children would pay only the employee contributions. 
Contact DRS for more information. 

To find out if you are eligible to receive interruptive 
service credit, send your request for a determination 
along with documentation of your military service, 
such as a DD214 form, to your retirement system for 
review.  

*Civil Marriage law allows same-sex couples to marry and entitles 
all spouses, (regardless of gender) to equal rights in PERS Plan 1. 
Beginning January 1, 2014, state-registered domestic partners will 
have the same survivor and death benefits as married spouses.
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Contacting DRS 
For more information about your plan, refer to 
your PERS Plan 1 Member Handbook, visit the DRS 
website, or contact DRS directly. DRS office hours 
are  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
legal holidays. 

Website:		  www.drs.wa.gov

Phone:		 800.547.6657, or
		  360.664.7000 in the Olympia area

TTY: 		  711

Email:		  recep@drs.wa.gov

Address:	 PO Box 48380 
		  Olympia, WA 98504-8380
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