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Subscribe to automatic email updates and get behind the wheel

Stay connected to the latest retirement information
available on the DRS website by subscribing to a free
digital subscription service that puts you in the driver’s
seat. The service allows you to custom-select the topics
that interest you most, change your choices and cancel

any time you wish.

How it works after you subscribe

When an item is updated or added to the DRS website,
you'll receive an automatic email with a direct link to the
information. All that’s required from you is your email
address, which topics you want to subscribe to and how
often youd like your email delivered. Once you sign up,

you'e in charge and can change your topics or subscription

details, or even cancel the service at any time.

It’s easy to get started — with just a few clicks you can

sign up for updates on a variety of topics, including

news and announcements and legislation impacting

retirement. InSIde H‘”S Issue
Make changes or cancel any time
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Subscription benefits
Quick email notification: Know as soon as a
publication or news article becomes available or has

been updated on the DRS website.
Self-Managed: Sign up only IF you want to; cancel your

subscription any time through the “Manage Preferences”

feature link at the bottom of every email you receive.

Customizable: Offers a list of retirement plans, systems
and topics to choose from at sign up that you can

change or cancel at any time.

Automatic: Once you establish a subscription profile,
you will automatically receive updates without having to
check the DRS website for changes.

Privacy Policy

We value your privacy. Email updates are a free service
provided by DRS. Your email address will only be used
to deliver the information you have requested and allow

you to access your account.

Subscribe now!

Here’s how to subscribe if you are interested in

receiving email updates:
1. Go to the DRS website at www.drs.wa.gov

2. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click

on the little blue envelope.
3. Type in your email address.

4. Select the subscription topics you want

updates for.

5. Choose how often you want to receive your

email updates.

6. Click the “Submit” button at the bottom of

the subscription topics page.

7. You’re done!

Is my initial benefit final?

It’s not unusual for new retirees to discover that
their initial retirement benefit payment is less than
the amount indicated in the benefit estimate they
received from DRS.

The reason for this is that the original calculation

of your benefit at retirement does not include items
like service credit purchase, late reported salary, leave
cashouts or furloughs. If any of these apply to you,
then it’s possible that your first retirement check will

be less than what was indicated in your estimate.

Once these items are included in your benefit
calculation, your benefit will be adjusted. But keep in
mind that this could take several months. This can be
due to the time it takes to collect information from
your employer like final reporting of your hours and
compensation, and sometimes additional information

such as furloughs or leave cashouts.

If you have questions about your benefit or would

like more information, contact DRS.

www.drs.wa.gov
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Check out the DRS Facebook page

Have you had a chance yet to check out the DRS
Facebook page? If not, take a few minutes to do so. It’s a
great way to follow what’s going on with state pensions

and get updated info that’s relevant to your retirement.

Once you've seen our Facebook page, we'd love to hear
from you. Let us know what youd like to see from

DRS. Also, if youve been doing some exciting things in

retirement, let us know about that as well.

Charitable giving made easy

Would you like a convenient way to make charitable
contributions? The Washington State Combined Fund
Drive (CFD) may be just what you're looking for.

As a retiree of a Washington State retirement plan,

you can give to local or national charities through 1

i 10

an automatic deduction from your monthly pension
payment. The Department of Retirement Systems
and the Office of the Secretary of State coordinate
this effort through CFD.

Charitable giving through CFD offers more than
2,600 pre-screened charities from which to choose.
These organizations address a wide variety of
worthwhile causes including health and human
services, environmental and endangered species
protection, and the arts. CFD provides a convenient
opportunity to make a difference in the causes you

care about.

If you need more information or would like to make

a donation, visit the Combined Fund Drive website.
You may also contact the Combined Fund Drive office
at (360) 704-7143; or by email at cfd@sos.wa.gov.

www.drs.wa.gov
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Supreme Court to hear litigation on annual increases

The Washington State Supreme Court has agreed to accept Teachers’” Retirement System Plan 1 (TRS 1). The other
direct review of litigation related to the discontinuation case concerns a law which discontinued gain sharing in
of annual benefit increases for retirees from two of the certain state pension plans and established replacement
state’s older pension plans. The court will hear this case in ~ benefits, including early retirement provisions.
conjunction with arguments in another case over gain sharing

The court agreed to review the two lawsuits as

and early retirement provisions in certain state pension plans. companion cases, and will hear oral arguments on Oct.

The annual increase case centers on a 2011 law which 24, 2013. It is not known how long it will take for a
discontinued an automatic benefit increase provided ruling to be issued after arguments are heard. For more
each year to certain retirees and beneficiaries in the Public information, visit What's New on the DRS website.

Employees’ Retirement System Plan 1 (PERS 1) and the

Retirement Outlook for retired members is published Website: drs.wa.gov
twice each year by the Washington State Department  Email: recep@drs.wa.gov

of Retirement Systems. Phone: 360.664.7000 or toll free 800.547.6657
Marcie Frost, Director TTY: 360.586.5450

David Brine, Editor For a digital version, visit
http://www.drs.wa.gov/outlook/retiree/
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