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Military Service Credit
What is interruptive military service credit? 
Interruptive military service credit is service credit available to those who temporarily leave their Law 
Enforcement Officers’ and Fire Fighters’ Retirement System Plan I (LEOFF 1) employment to serve in the 
U.S. military. If you are an eligible LEOFF 1 member, you may receive credit for your interruptive military 
service. No payments are required. 

Am I eligible to receive interruptive military 
service credit?
To receive interruptive military service credit under 
federal law, you must: 

•	 leave LEOFF-covered employment to render 
military service,

•	 serve honorably in one of the armed or uni-
formed services of the United States, and

•	 return to LEOFF-covered employment at 
some time after the termination of your 
military service.

What qualifies as military service?
Most types of military service qualify members to 
receive military service credit. They include: 

•	 Service in the army, navy, air force, Marine 
Corps, or their reserve units (including two-
week annual training for reservists);

•	 Full-time service in the United States Coast 
Guard;

•	 Service in the Public Health Service; and
•	 Service in the army or air National Guard.

How much military service credit can I re-
ceive?
State law provides for a maximum of five years of 
interruptive service credit. However, if you rendered 
service in excess of five years on or after December 
4, 1974, and initiated a return to employment with 
a LEOFF-covered employer within the time limits 

defined by federal law, you may be eligible to receive 
credit for your excess service under federal law. 
Contact your retirement benefit specialist for fur-
ther information.

When can I apply to receive service credit?
You may apply to receive interruptive military 
service credit at any time after you have completed 
military service and returned to LEOFF-covered 
employment. 

How can I contact DRS?
To find out if you are eligible to receive interruptive 
service credit, send your request for a determination 
along with documentation of your military service, 
such as a DD214 form, to your retirement system 
for review. 
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Summary Description
The rules governing return to work are contained in state retirement law. This publication is a summary, written 
in non-legal terms. It is not a complete description of the law. If there are any conflicts between what is written in 
this publication, and what is contained in the law, the applicable law will govern.

Contacting DRS 
For more information about your plan, refer to your 
LEOFF Plan 1 Member Handbook, visit the DRS 
website, or contact DRS directly. DRS office hours 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
legal holidays. 

Website:		  www.drs.wa.gov

Telephone:	 1-800-547-6657, or
		  360-664-7000 in the Olympia area

TTY: 		  1-866-377-8895, or 
		  360-586-5450 in the Olympia area
Email:		  recep@drs.wa.gov

Address:	 PO Box 48380 
		  Olympia, WA 98504-8380


