
Employer Advisory Committee Meeting
May 23, 2019

Conference Callers:
• Ana Gutierrez – WSIPC
• Kyle Sybil – WSIPC
• Susan Pangilinan – WSIPC
• Heather Mam – Pierce County
• Tess Ylescupidez – Pierce County
• Susan Aschenbrenner – WSP



Department of Retirement Systems

DRS Update
Shawn Merchant, Legislative & Stakeholder Relations Director

DRS Employer Advisory Committee
May 23, 2019



Pension‐Related Legislation

2019 Legislative Session:
www.drs.wa.gov/legislative



Pensions at a Glance
 800,989 Plan 

Members
• Active – 330,425
• Annuitants – 191,242
• Inactive – 279,322
 1,354 Employers
• State & Higher Ed
• Counties, most cities
• Local districts

 $114.6B in Retirement 
Trust Funds

 $4.3B in Contributions
• Members – $1.6B
• Employers – $2.6B

 $4.2B in Benefits
• About 88% paid in‐state
• About 75% from 
investment earnings



Benefits Paid by County – FY 2018



DRS: Low Cost, High Service



Growing Participation in DCP



Safeguarding Our Customers



Supporting Our Team Members



Implementing Legislation



Charting Our Future



Select Committee on 
Pension Policy



Questions?



Projects Update







Stabilization Period
8/31/18 ‐ 12/13/18

Optimization Period
12/14/18 ‐ 3/13/19

Full Rollout
1/1/198 ‐ 12/31/19

Employer Statewide Training
8/3/18 ‐ 11/7/18
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ERA Launch
Sept 2018

Oct
7 Early 
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Early Adopter Rollout
8/31/18 ‐ 12/31/18

Enhancements
December 2018 – June 2019
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Online
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0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 43 136 167 161 1283File

ERA Project Update ‐ Schedule

May 2019



Record Keeper Transition
Project Update



Background



Next Steps



Open Discussion


