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What data did the Seatle Times request? 
The Seatle Times requested this informa�on regarding all par�cipants of DRS-administered re�rement 
plans from 7/1/23 through 6/30/24: 

• Full names
• Dates of birth
• Entry dates
• Re�rement dates
• Withdrawal dates
• Employer/Department numbers
• Employer/Department names
• Employer/Department city, state, and

ZIP code [Does not include addresses]

• Employment codes
• Employment descrip�ons
• Re�rement systems/types
• Re�rement plans
• Service credits (years of service)
• Annual salaries
• Monthly re�rement benefits
• Average final compensa�on

What does the data look like when DRS sends it to the Seatle Times? 

These examples show what the data looks like, with Line 2 represen�ng someone who is s�ll working 
and Line 3 represen�ng someone who is re�red: 

Why is DRS providing my birth date? 
The Public Records Act allows agencies to withhold birth dates in response to requests from non-media 
requestors, but under RCW 42.56.250(1)(i)(iv), tradi�onal media organiza�ons have the right to obtain 
birth dates. This is why DRS is providing this informa�on to the Seatle Times. 

What will the Seatle Times do with this informa�on? 
The Public Records Act allows agencies to have requestors complete a Declara�on of Non-Commercial 
Purpose, and the Seatle Times has completed this form. Beyond that, the law doesn’t allow agencies to 
ask further ques�ons about what requestors will do with the informa�on.  

Even though they are not legally required to provide an explanation, the Seattle Times gave DRS a 
letter describing how they use the information. If you have additional questions about what the Seattle 
Times will do with this information, you need to reach out to them directly. The name and contact 
information is on the letter and on the Declaration of Non-Commercial Purpose. 

https://www.drs.wa.gov/records-request-ST-25-newsfeed/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FRCW%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D42.56.250&data=05%7C01%7Cdrs.pdrnotice%40drs.wa.gov%7C149815f99dcf4cf48d5408dbf29d9ad8%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638370530946002759%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=idyryhAI3D6Fcww79V32Q%2B8e%2B0VLRub%2FqTssGpmLvNk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.drs.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/20241204_DeclNonCommericalPurpose.pdf
https://www.drs.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/20241204_DeclNonCommericalPurpose.pdf
https://www.drs.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Letter-from-Manuel-Villa.pdf
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May I see a copy of the Seattle Times’ request? 
Here is a copy: 
 

 
 
Along with the request, the Seattle Times also provided a letter explaining what they do with the 
information.  

In addi�on, a�er submi�ng the request, the Seatle Times told DRS the data elements that they are 
reques�ng [see the first FAQ] and provided a signed Declara�on of Non-Commercial Purpose. 
 
How can it be legal for DRS to provide this informa�on to the Seatle Times in light of the state’s data 
privacy protec�ons? 
State law does contain strong privacy protec�ons for certain types of informa�on. At the same �me, 
though, it also contains strong public disclosure laws, called the Public Records Act.  
 
In dra�ing data privacy bills such as ESSB 5432, which passed in 2021, the Legislature has preserved 
requestors’ rights to obtain certain informa�on under the Public Records Act. As a result, requestors can 
s�ll get a lot of informa�on about state and local government employees, par�cularly requestors who 
are part of the tradi�onal news media. Under the Public Records Act [specifically, RCW 42.56.250] DRS 
needs to provide this informa�on to the Seatle Times 
 
How can you guarantee my safety? 
The Seatle Times is not reques�ng, and will not receive, your home or work address, Social Security 
number, phone number, personnel number, DRS member ID, or any of your banking informa�on. In 
regard to the informa�on that the Seatle Times will receive, such as your name, the name of your 
employer, and your annual salary: state law [RCW 42.56.250] requires DRS to provide this informa�on to 
the Seatle Times.  

DRS does not make promises regarding the security of the informa�on a�er the Seatle Times receives it. 
However, the Seatle Times has made this request, and received this informa�on, annually for several 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5432-S.SL.pdf?q=20220818092146
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56.250
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56.250
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How can the Seatle Times say this isn’t a commercial purpose? 
As part of their request, the Seatle Times provided a signed Declara�on of Non-Commercial Purpose. 
Part of the Public Records Act [RCW 42.56.070(8)] allows agencies to have requestors fill out this form 
when reques�ng lists of names.  

The “commercial purpose” that this law refers to is selling a list for profit, using it to reach out to the 
people whose names are on the list to try to sell them something, or other direct commercial uses such 
like this. The way that the Seatle Times uses this informa�on does not qualify as a “commercial 
purpose” under this law. 

What does the Seatle Times do with this informa�on? 
The Seatle Times provided a descrip�on in a leter that they submited along with their request. If you 
have further ques�ons a�er reading the leter, please contact the Seatle Times directly. DRS cannot 
speak for the Seatle Times, and the Public Records Act does not give DRS the authority to inquire 
further. 

Why is DRS giving the Seatle Times the informa�on even though they didn’t complete the Purpose 
sec�on of the Declara�on of Non-Commercial Purpose form? 
Although the Seatle Times didn’t fill out that sec�on of the form, they provided a leter describing the 
purpose of their request. 

What can I do to prevent DRS from releasing my informa�on? 
If you want to prevent the release of your informa�on, you need to get an injunc�on. If you believe that 
you qualify for an injunc�on, you or your atorney need to pursue it by bringing a mo�on to Superior 
Court. 

If the court finds that your situa�on meets the requirements of RCW 42.56.540 and grants the 
injunc�on, you need to send a copy to drs.pdrno�ce@drs.wa.gov by the end of the day on Friday, 
February 21, 2025. DRS will not get the injunc�on for you and cannot assist or provide advice regarding 
obtaining an injunc�on. 

What’s an employee transmital code, and does it include my bank account informa�on? 
This is an internal code that DRS uses to categorize member and re�ree informa�on, and it’s related to 
the category of employment [such as state government employees or school district employees]. This is 
not related to your financial ins�tu�on account. 

Who no�fies re�rees about the Seatle Times request? 
DRS no�fies employers, unions, and organiza�ons that represent re�rees [including but not limited to 
the Re�red Public Employees Council of Washington, the Washington State School Re�rees Associa�on, 
and others]. It is these organiza�ons’ responsibility to no�fy their employees or members. 

The Public Records Act does not actually require state agencies to provide no�fica�on to affected par�es 
about requests for their informa�on, but DRS voluntarily chooses to no�fy employers, unions, and 
re�ree organiza�ons. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=42.56.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56.540
mailto:drs.pdrnotice@drs.wa.gov
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Why did I receive this no�ce even though I haven’t re�red? 
The annual records request from the Seatle Times applies to all members of all DRS-covered re�rement 
plans, including re�red and non-re�red members.  

Why did I receive this even though I don’t work for the state? 
The annual records request from the Seatle Times applies to all members of all DRS-covered re�rement 
plans. Most public sector employees in Washington are part of DRS-covered re�rement plans, regardless 
of whether they work for the state, a school district, a city or town, a public u�lity district, or some other 
state or local government. 

Is there a permanent opt-out regarding these types of requests, or is there an excep�on for vic�ms of 
crimes such as domes�c violence or stalking, or for people who are part of the Address Confiden�ality 
Program?  
State law does not provide a way to permanently opt out of these types of requests. However, the 
Washington Legislature passed a bill in 2023 [ESHB 1533] that lets some people who work for public 
employers prevent their informa�on from being released in response to public records requests from 
non-media requestors. Please click here to learn more about who qualifies for this protec�on and what 
employers need to do to implement it. 

However, these protec�ons don’t apply to requests from members of tradi�onal media organiza�ons. As 
a result, DRS is required to provide your informa�on to the Seatle Times unless you get an injunc�on.   

If you believe that you qualify for an injunc�on, you or your atorney need to pursue it by bringing a 
mo�on to Superior Court. 

If the court finds that your situa�on meets the requirements of RCW 42.56.540 and grants the 
injunc�on, you need to send a copy to drs.pdrno�ce@drs.wa.gov by the end of the day on Friday, 
February 21, 2025. DRS will not get the injunc�on for you and cannot assist or provide advice regarding 
obtaining an injunc�on. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2023-24%2FPdf%2FBills%2FSession%2520Laws%2FHouse%2F1533-S.SL.pdf%3Fq%3D20231130155732&data=05%7C01%7Cjessica.madeley%40drs.wa.gov%7Cad3ce5ba84804441da5308dbf2871ec8%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638370434368382905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QmzLva12Ib2hqlCwlk5ACbieXVQtEuSID2B3XnbTtvo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.drs.wa.gov/public-records-act-exemptions-newsfeed/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56.540
mailto:drs.pdrnotice@drs.wa.gov

